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MESSAGE TO READERS

Dear Aspirants,

During the preparation phase, questions that keep popping in every student's mind - How 

will I fetch good marks in Civil Services Examination (CSE)? What is required to crack CSE? 

Which area is to be focused more for CSE? What is the latest trend followed in CSE paper? 

etc ....

To clear this let me tell you, something which is most important is CURRENT AFFAIRS. Over 

the last few years current affairs has become a favourite realm of UPSC for CSE. When all 

you readers, endeavouring to crack CSE, with a vast and diverge syllabus piling up on your 

heads; newspapers and magazines just adds on it. Seeing this, a much faced problem of 

CSE aspirants we have come up with current affairs magazine which will make your task easy like pie.

MADE EASY team toiled day in and day out, complied all the important happenings across the globe. This 

particular edition covers all national and international affairs of past three to four months with explicit description of 

important issues and topics required for this exam. Reading newspapers and magazines is always recommended 

but referring to current affairs magazine you can re-connect yourself to what was already read by you.

MADE EASY Current Affairs magazine is a quarterly magazine covering all relevant areas for CSE, with proper 

segregation of topics, elaborate but to the point explanations and encyclopaedic coverage of important topics. 

This magazine will help you to strengthen your base of current affairs and excel in one of the toughest exam-CSE. 

I hope this magazine will stand up to your expectations and may your current affairs preparation gets EASY with 

MADE EASY.

B. Singh (Ex. IES)

CMD, MADE EASY GROUP

B. Singh (Ex. IES)
CMD, MADE EASY Group
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A LETTER FROM EDITOR

Dear Readers,

In today’s fast changing world, everything has become so competitive that sometimes even better is not enough, 

it requires only the best. Be it life or be it examination, it is imperative to have the best of the preparations 

and hence Timely and Timeless preparation is an essence of the success in the competitive examinations. 

Competitive examinations are sometimes less about strength or intelligence and more about understanding the 

examination requirements and incessant effort to unlock our potential for accomplishing the goal.

It gives me an immense pleasure and satisfaction in introducing the current issue of “Current Affairs Made Easy”. 

The very basic purpose of launching this Magazine is to be able to fulfill the requirement of various competitive 

examinations in an efficient and effective way and helping the aspirants achieving the desired success in those 

examinations. We have tried to provide an ingenious, resourceful, authentic and relevant informations in a most 

lucid, comprehensible, communicative and self- explanatory manner. With the comprehensive yet precise 

coverage, this issue of the Current Affairs Made Easy will be accomplishing the requirements of the various 

Competitive Examinations like Civil Services Examination, State Civil Services Examinations, Indian Engineering 

Services Examination, Indian Forest Services Examination, and the various Public Sector undertakings 

Examination. Despite Competitive examinations being the main focus, the Magazine will generate awareness 

about the Nation and the World among the General Readers too.

In this issue of the Magazine we have covered the wide ranging issues of National and International importance 

that occurred in the last three months or so with additional inputs in order to provide the basic understanding of 

the key issues. Background material has been covered for such issues which require greater attention keeping 

examination requirement in mind. All important Awards and Honours, Books and Authors, Persons in News, 

Meeting and Summits, Institutions and Organisations have been covered in such a manner so that examination 

requirement is successfully met. Current issues related to Defence, Science and technology, Environment and 

wildlife, Economy and Sports have also been covered extensively. Issues of greater importance and some other 

topics have been given both the objective and the Analytical coverage.

I sincerely hope that this Magazine will help you access the hidden treasure trove of success and will act a 

pathfinder through the journey towards your dream.

Wishing you all the very best and a bright future ahead.

Aniruddh Pratap Singh

   Editor
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Article : Elections in UK - An Analysis

June 2017 Elections in United Kingdom (UK) - An Analysis

Why snap poll?

Theresa May - the UK Prime Minister - announced on 18th April 2017 her plan for snap General Elections in UK. Thus, House of 
Commons was dissolved on 3rd May 2017, and voting for new House took place on 8th June 2017. Earlier, elections in UK were held 
in 2015, and House of Commons which has a term of 5-years, unless dissolved 'earlier-before-time'. As elections there were due only 
in the year 2020, it puzzled political pundits why did British Tories (Conservative Party) Prime Minister Theresa May preferred the 
dissolution of the House and fresh elections '3-years before schedule'. May had thin majority in House of Commons with 330 MPs in 
'650-Member-House', as inherited from David Cameron.

Theresa May became the Prime Minister replacing David Cameron after June 2016 Brexit Referendum (Referendum for Britain's - 
UK's - exit from European Union). Just before announcement of '2017 snap polls' her popularity ratings were quite high, she thought 
to get maximum from that hoping for bigger-than-expected numbers.

Was it May's Self-Goal?

May miscalculated that she may strengthen her position with much higher majority with stronger position in party, and power-
position to bargain in Brexit, plus needed approvals in UK’s Parliament. Eying next election likely in 2022 after snap Poll 2017, 
it could give her adequate time to consolidate and politically capitalise post-‘2019-Brexit’ achievements. 29th March 2019 is the 
due date for UK leaving the European Union. But May's gamble to strengthen her position backfired spectacularly.

Bhawani Singh
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Party position - 2015 vis-a-vis 2017 (in 650 - Member House)

Political Party Seats in 2015 elections Seats in 2017 Elections

Conservative Party 330 318

Liberal Party 232 262

Scottish National Party 56 35

Liberal Democrats 8 12

Democratic Unionist Party 8 10

Others 16 13

Deadly terror attacks

Due to recent militant attacks in Manchester (May 22) and 

London (June 3) killing number of people, focus temporarily 

shifted onto security. This horror of terror panicked people and 

put May under more scrutiny concerning security policy and 

preparedness.

These recent string of terror attacks that hit Europe including 

Paris, Berlin or other places needed a rethink on European 

and global cooperation. Though, PM Theresa May accused 

opposition Labour Leader Jeremy Corbyn being weak on 

security, but earlier in her predecessor David Cameron 

Government when she was Interior Minister then police numbers 

in UK were cut significantly.

Election Outcome

Even though May’s Conservative Party with 318 seats, is single 

largest party, yet it even failed to reach 326 figure needed for 

simple majority. Overall electoral outcome is messy leaving 

deep divide in politics and society including internally in May's 

Conservative Party.

Minority Government

Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) - a 'right wing' Northern Irish 

Party - with its 10 seats came in the rescue, and May had to 

form a Minority Government. It is more like "confidence and 

supply" arrangement - supporting the Government in key votes 

in the Parliament but not forming a coalition Government. Other 

smaller parties are more willing to support Labour Party, not the 

Conservative Party. 

First female Sikh MP
Labour Party candidate Preet Gill who won from Birmingham 

Edgbaston (in England) is first Sikh female MP there whereas, 

Labour Party candidate Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi who won 

Slough (in England) is first Turban bearing Sikh MP in UK.

Campaign missteps
On the policy issues like ‘social care’ or care of elderly first, 
May campaigned for making such services paid, then took 
the U-turn promising their continuance in new form with 
modifications but the damage was done. But Labour Party and 
its leader Corbyn supported ‘social care’, abolishing tuition 
fee in universities, capping CEOs' salaries, rent controls and 
affordable housing besides others. He said that Labour will 
deliver the Brexit but with different priorities.

Impact on British Politics
An acclaimed view is that it was May's colossal mistake to roll on 

untimely snap polls. Smaller parties, usually not considered that 

important, get more important in Hung House. Political turmoil in 

a Minority Government may anytime lead to untimely elections. 

Or else, a considerable Conservative leadership furious at 

political blunder of May may replace her as the Prime Minister 

later-if-not-sooner. Even though same Prime Minister with same 

ministerial team continues but with much diminished popularity 

and political clout. 

Labour Party Rejuvenates
Winning 262 seats, 30 higher than 2015 elections, Labour Party 

is the biggest gainer. Yet it remained short of needed numbers 

to form the Government even by forming coalition.
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At the height and hype of May's popularity before elections, 

which though declined gradually, political commentators had 

virtually ruled Labour Party out and dead, and its leader Jeremy 

Corbyn dubbed as 'out-of-date socialist'. Significant losers, as 

compared to 2015 General Elections, are Tories (Conservative 

Party), and 'Scottish National Party (SNP) - at the helm of 

Scotland Independence Movement'. 

Hard Brexit versus Soft Brexit

There could be different approaches in Brexit, either Britain 

exits European Union with deeply cutting ties with it and 

severely restricting trade and commerce - Hard Brexit. Or 

else, break away yet continue with benefits of good ties and 

broad partnerships including benefits of Customs Union 

and Common European Market - Soft Brexit. For example, 

Norway is not member of European Union yet it has access 

to single European market as it is member of European 

Economic Area.

Tories took harsh ‘anti-migration' position that could have much 

lowered the movement of migrants, and even hampered free 

trade and commerce with European Union, and even largely 

favoured and campaigned for Hard Brexit. But Hard Brexit may 

really hit UK hard as country has much trade with European 

Union including 44 percent of its exports. 

Impact on Brexit

Not only there could be delay in negotiations, even there is 

increased political risk that negotiations may fail. Complex 

process of Britain's Exit from European Union – Brexit - gets 

further complex due to diminished authority and position of 

Prime Minister Theresa May, and furthermore divisions in British 

Parliament, and even within Conservative Party.

Prime Minister Theresa May through snap Polls strived for more numbers and enhanced authority, but she ends up 

with less numbers and diminished authority, even if not destroyed.  Thus, whole exercise has gone opposite the 

purpose for which elections were held, putting the country in political turmoil and May’s fate hanging by a thread. 

UK has seen lot of vote politics in recent times with 2014 Scottish Independence Referendum (rejected), 2015 General 

Elections, 2016 Brexit Referendum (approved), 2017 snap General Elections. Let us hope these snap Polls gone 

horribly wrong don’t lead to another untimely burdensome snap General Elections.

A REMARK

As the voters voted against the Hard Brexit, thus May may be 

forced from within and outside political quarters to move with 

Soft Brexit – one that still gives benefits of Common European 

Economic Market. European Council President Donald Husk 

tweeted, “We don’t know when Brexit talks start. We know when 

they must end. Do your best to avoid a ‘no deal’ as a result of 

‘no negotiations".

Time is already running out for UK, to end membership from 

European Union (EU). A feeling is ‘June 2017 Vote’ is repudiation 

of May approach to Brexit negotiations with European Union. 

DUP with 10 seats which supports May's Minority Government is 

against Hard Brexit. In sum, odd of Soft Brexit now seem more 

as compared to Hard Brexit. 

Palpable economic implications

Hung Parliament – without clear majority - is unpleasant news 

for economy as it creates more uncertainty in both Brexit as well 

as economic policy front. Pound sterling tumbled against Dollar 

and Euro - a seven-month low, on the election outcome.

Not to forget, uncertainty in Brexit and internal politics obvious 

may affect Foreign Investments there. Yet much depends even 

on nature of Brexit, for example Soft Brexit could be better than 

Hard Brexit for operations of International Banks in London and 

across UK elsewhere. 

Scottish Second-Referendum Issue

Scottish National Party (SNP) demanded and campaigned for 

Second Referendum on Independence of Scotland, having 

lost one in 2014. But the Party faced a serious fall in number of 

seats, 35 in place of 56, as compared to 2015-elections. Thus, it 

reduces decibel level for second referendum call, even though it 

is true the Party has won majority of Scottish seats.
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South Korean Presidential Elections and Diplomacy Review

Election of Moon Jae-in
Moon Jae-in is the new President of South Korea, as he was sworn-in on 10th 

May 2017, just after his election on 9th May 2017. Being a Democratic Party 

candidate, he received around 41 percent votes, which were nearly 17 percent 

higher than his nearest election rival Hong Jun-pyo of the conservative Liberty 

Party. Close behind Hong Jun-pyo was Ahn Cheol-soo of People's Party, the 

third finisher.

Elections were held due to earlier Impeachment of incumbent President 

Park Geun-hye - of conservative Liberty Party - on corruption charges. After 

Impeachment of Park Geun-hye, then Prime Minister Hwang Kyo-ahn became 

the 'Acting President'. Though, Park was elected in December 2012 (assumed 

Office in February 2013), thus election-before-schedule, but Moon Jae-in will 

have 'full-five-year-term'.

There were somewhat large number of candidates in the Presidential election, though main fight was in top three, with Moon Jae-in 

easily sailing through. Moon Jae-in has been active in South Korean politics since 1980s when South Korea was democratising and 

holding protests against authoritarian regimes there. 

Challenges before Moon Jae-in
In earlier regime, allegedly, there existed deep rooted nexus between Business Corporations and Politics, thus corruption is big 

problem. USA and China have conflictive presence in the region, South Korea needs both.

Moon wants friendly relations with mostly unfriendly North Korea, but through missile tests North Korea made intentions clear. As 

Moon Jae-in's parents fled North Korea during Korean War, if Moon acts too soft on North Korea, conservative political opposition may 

have its own propaganda. Unemployment and feelings of economic insecurity amongst youth compounded with soaring inequalities 

are there. Besides, "Economic Suffering Index" - computed using unemployment and inflation data is virtually five-year high, in recent 

period in South Korea. 

Impeachment of Park Geun-hye
On corruption charges, National Assembly (Parliament) in December 2016, 

impeached President Park Geun-hye, then Constitutional Court confirmed the 

removal in March 2017. She is first democratically elected President to be 

removed from office through Impeachment.

Park was arrested weeks after she was Impeached and removed from office. 

She is alleged to have taken some 29.8 bn won (£20.5m) in bribes in return 

for favours to Lee Jae-yong (Samsung's acting head) or Samsung Company 

- including help for merger of two Samsung Companies in 2015. Allegedly, 

Samsung misused corporate funds as bribe through funding companies, 

sports organisations, non-profit foundations controlled by Choi Soon-sil - a 

close long-time unofficial aid of Park Geun-hye.

Park Geun-hye

Moon Jae-in
President of South Korea

Bhawani Singh
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As per South Korean Media Reports, now 

Park is facing around '1,20,000-page 

charge-sheet' with some '18 charges' 

against her.

The corruption scandal led to indictment 

and criminal trial of several former 

Cabinet Ministers, Presidential aids in 

Park's regime and business leaders 

including Samsung acting head Lee Jae-

yong. She was also accused of human 

rights violations, and mishandling 2014 

ferry disaster which killed more than 300 

people, mostly school children.

South Korea - North Korea 
trouble

China - North Korea relations stand 
somewhat low due to assassination of 
Kim Jong Nam, half-brother of North 
Korean ruler Kim Jong Un, allegedly 
by North Korean present regime, even 
though China protected him. Yet if China 
creates political upheaval in North Korea, 
then that may lead to North Korean 
refugee influx in China, and North Korean 
tilt towards Russia, both China is against.

If US attacks North Korea, then immediate 
retaliation will more endanger South Korea 
and Japan, in contrast if USA keeps too 
low on North Korea, then South Korean 
insecurity increases. This exposes South 
Korean problem on role of USA there. 
Already South Korea in 1990s tried its 
best promotive developmental Sunshine 
Policy to keep North Korea in good terms, 
yet it did not work. Moon Jae-in wants its 
retrial, let us hope it does not end up with 
betrayal. However, expanding nuclear 
capabilities of rogue North Korea are big 
trouble for South Korea and Japan.

Sunshine Policy Issue

Some two decades back, multi-billion-

dollar humanitarian economic aid 

package was given to North Korea, so 

as to distract it from path of conflict and 

confrontation, and make it a friendly 

partner in East Asian developmental 

progress.

Widely referred to as Sunshine Policy, 

it did not work. Moon Jae-in wants its 

retrial, he even favours opening an 

industrial park in the borders of the two 

countries, South Korea and North Korea. 

Added, aged people in South Korea with 

bitter memories of Korean War oppose it, 

instead they favour hard-line approach 

against North Korea. Also, there are 

Conservative hardliners. Thus, soft and 

sophisticated Sunshine Policy may be 

hit hard by North Korean approach, and 

South Korean hardliners.

More so, North Korea wants to deal with 

South Korea on its own terms, not those 

of South Korea's President Moon Jae-in.

Issue of THAAD

Terminal High Altitude Area Defence 

(THAAD) is anti-ballistic missile system, 

which is supported by USA, was 

deployed in March 2017 in South Korea 

to intercept North Korean Missiles. But it 

leads to more interventionist approach of 

USA in the region, and China feels USA 

could spy against it. Moon Jae-in ordered 

a probe into the US-backed THAAD, 

jeopardising and putting at risk a major 

military project.

Moon Jae-in is critical of previous Park's 

regime for deploying THAAD without 

Parliamentary approval. Its deployment 

strained 'South Korea - China ties' with 

significant economic implications more so 

for South Korea, for example, China then 

boycotted some South Korean consumer 

products.

Now, there are reports that North Korea 

through drones is spying on THAAD, 

pressing South Korea to take additional 

security steps.

Presence of USA

USA has significant troops stationed in 

South Korea, as there was Defence Treaty 

with Seoul in 1953, dating back to Korean 

War. South Korea needs USA militarily 

and politically to counter North Korea, 

and to check excessive proximity of North 

Korea and China. Deployment of THAAD 

is a just case in point here. But then South 

Korea is unwilling to harm its sovereignty 

concerns, strategically or symbolically.

USA has its own agenda, including 

strategic presence in East Asia also in 

Korean Peninsula, check on North Korea's 

nuclear capabilities, containing China's 

growing clout in the region, trade and 

commerce including defence exports.

Stability and success of USA and South 

Korea partnership depends on whether 

they can help each other protecting and 

promoting their own interests. Now USA is 

somewhat uneasy due to Moon Jae-in's bit 

tilt towards China, after assuming office.

Chinese concerns

China feels USA may (mis)use THAAD's 

powerful radars to look deep into its 

territory undermining its security. As 

South Korean Company Lotte gave 

land for deployment of THAAD, China 

retaliated by closing down stores owned 

by Lotte, in China.

As China is biggest trading partner 

of South Korea, thus it has important 

economic implications. As China and 

Japan have dispute on Senkaku Islands 

(Diaoyu Islands), high US presence 

combined with close proximity between 

USA, South Korea and Japan goes 

against Chinese interests.

After assuming office, Moon Jae-in has tried 

to improve South Korea-China relations, but 

China is always wary of US presence due to 

conflictive interests of the two.



14 Current Affairs MADE EASY

April-May-June, 2017

Even though US President Donald Trump is pushing China to 

share burden in North Korean denuclearisation, yet Beijing is 

cautious in its relations with North Korea, instead China feels US 

exploits North Korean threat to deploy THAAD.

South Korea - Japan
Due to high threat perceptions from North Korea to South 

Korea as well as Japan, the two stand-united on some security 

counts. But there are contentious issues which yet affect their 

relationships including treatment met by Japanese Army to 

some South Korean women during World War II.

Moon Jae-in has by-and-large good rapport with Japanese 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe. They will also meet in July 

2017 in sidelines of G20 Summit in Hamburg, Germany, 

and efforts are underway for trilateral Summit meeting with 

China as well.

Abe also convinced G7 in Taormina, Sicily, Italy in 'May 2017 

Summit' about North Korean threat perceptions. Moon Jae-in 

has pledged to attach equal significance to relations with USA, 

China, Japan and Russia.

South Korea - India relations: Can Moon and 
Modi transform them?
Just next day after South Korean President Moon Jae-in assumed 

office, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke to him and 

invited him to visit India. India's "Look East" Policy launched in 

early 1990s changed to "Act East" Policy during Modi regime, 

but India, in both these, kept South Korea on high pedestal.

Moon talks about "National Interest First (of South Korea), then we 

have "India First". Government of India has even stopped language 

training to some North Korean military personnel, on request of 

South Korea, under UN sanctions against North Korea.

India can help South Korea in its peace efforts, and India needs 

South Korean support for its claim of permanent membership 

in United Nations Security Council (UNSC), and for Nuclear 

Supplier Group (NSG). Both have consented for Annual Summit 

meetings in either of the Country, or in side-lines of other Summits 

There is expanding defence partnership, and high potential for 

trade and commerce partnership including globally.

After PM Narendra Modi's visit to South Korea in May 2016, 

relationships were upgraded to "Special Strategic Partnerships" 

from "Strategic Partnerships".
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India launches South Asia Satellite 
GSAT-9

India’s space diplomacy took a giant stride 
with the successful launch of the South Asia 
Satellite, a “gift” to its neighbours that is aimed 
to provide the one and half billion people of 
the region with better communication, weather 
forecasting, tele-medicine and response to 
disaster management.

India's Geosynchronous Satellite Launch 
Vehicle (GSLV-F09) successfully launched 
the 2230 kg South Asia Satellite (GSAT-9) into 
its planned Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit 
(GTO) on May 05, 2017. This eleventh launch 
of GSLV took place from the Second Launch 
Pad at the Satish Dhawan Space Centre SHAR, 
Sriharikota, the spaceport of India. This is the 
fourth consecutive success achieved by GSLV 
carrying indigenously developed Cryogenic 
Upper Stage.

South Asia Satellite is a communication 
satellite built by ISRO to provide a variety of 
communication services over the South Asian 
region. It has 12 Ku band transponders which 
India's neighbours can utilise to increase 
communications. Each country will get access 
to at least one transponder through which they 
could beam their own programming.

The satellite will facilitate DTH television, 
very small aperture terminal (VSAT) links, 
tele-education, telemedicine and disaster 
management support. It will provide critical 
communication links in times of disasters such 
as earthquakes, cyclones, floods, and tsunamis.

The Prime Minister Modi recalled that two 
years ago India made a promise to extend the 
advanced space technology for the cause of 
growth and prosperity of the people of South 
Asia and felt that the successful launch of South 
Asia Satellite marks a fulfillment of that promise.

1 National AffairsChapter


